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INQUIRY AT BALIFAX [k Tove Fming ) 5 & .25, 2522 | MONEY NEEDED NOY

T0 BE OPENED T0-DAY

Dominion Counsel Makes Spe-
cial Statement to “Sun” on
Cause of Disaster.

STORIES CONTRADICTORY

No Basis for German Plot
Theory—TNT Expert
Is Called.

fpecial Despatoh to Tum Sow.

Havrrax, N. 8., Dec. 11.—Whether a
eonfusion of signals or a miscaloulation
of the effect of & reverned starboard pro-
paller on & ship moving forward through
the water waa responsible for the Hall-
fax diemster is to be determincd at the
inquiry before Justice Drysdale to-mor-
row morning.

The inquiry starts while Hallfaxiana
are still most concerned with finding
their dead and reuniting their missing
families, while the esarch in the ruins of
North Halifax 1s ylelding an average of
Bearly sixty bodles a day.

W. A. Henry, K. C.. will appear at
e inquiry for the Mont Blanc. The
agents for the Belglan rellef ship Imo
also will be represented by counsel. The
Assertions made by Capl. Alme Lemedec
and Pilol Francls Mackey of the Mont
Blanc are directly opposed to the con-
tentions by witnesses to be calied from
the Imo, with the Frenchman's position
supported by apparently stronger evi-

Capt. Lemedee claims that the Imo
acted contrary to slgnals and
rammed him after he had manmuvred
80 that the ships were In a safe parallel
porition in the narrows.

Amoug the witneases will be Dr. Har-
rington, an expert on TNT. who Is
.I.:! with the Red Cross rellef corps from
on.

Makes Statement to “Sunm.”

The Dominion's counsel, Mr, Henry,
has an abatract of all the evidence to
be given at the Inquiry In his possesnion,
and that he has summarized In the fol-
lowing statement for Tue Suw:

“Capt. Lemedoc tells me that he saw
the Belgian a mile away, headod toward
the Dartmouth shore. [Tnder the rules
of the road they were at that time eross-
Ing ships, but in sach & channe! the fol-
lowing International sonvention would
bave applied:

“In narrow channels every steam
vessel shall, when it is safe and prac-
ticable, keap to that side of the fair-
way or midchannel which lles on the
starboard side of such vessel

“That rule clearly applied. It was the
@uty of the Frenchman to keep on the
eastern, of the Belgian to keep on the
western side.

*“The Frenchman slowed down his en-
gines and blew one blamt, meaning, ‘T
am directing my course to starboard.’
The Belgian replied with short blasts,
mur_dnt. T am directing my course to

“Those signale seem to have been sev-
eTal times repeated until the veasels
came very close together—only a few
hundred yards apart,

“*Tha Frenchman saw a eollision

Ship

| Fireon M

HALIFAX. Dec. 11.— With
complete disregard for their
own lives in an effort to save
this desolated city from another
catastrophe, a group of Dart-
mouth citizens earl to-day
boarded a steamship said to have
been laden with munitions, which
was afire and was being aban-
doned hastily by her crew.

The vessel carried a deck
load of oil and as she eame in
close to shore with smoke pour
ing from her superstructure, the
sight of her fieeing crew stirred
the watchers ashore to prompt
action. A volunteer fire tlng
force was quickly organized an
the burning ship was boarded.
After hard work the flames were
extinguished. The crew remained
ashore to-day, preferring the
scant relief shelter provi in
Dartmouth.

Since the explosion on the
Mont Blane crews of French mu-
nition vessels are reported to be
:nwil'ling to enter m.li(u har-

or,
-

»

inevitable uniess he d4id something, He
starboarded lils helm, having previously |
stopped hin engine, so that ha headed
then to port, and he clalma that he
brought the two vessels Into a position
of absolute safety on parallel and oppo=
Ao courses—starborrd Lo starboard,

Belgian Agaia at Fault,

“The Belgian then blew three blasts,
meaning My engines are going full speed
astern.' Tihe Belgian being light and
under influence of a right handed pro-
peller, the effect, L apjears, was very
Ereat, and she swung hard and far. The
effect of a right handed propelier res
versed on a ship still golng ahead Is to
throw her head to starboard, just the
direction In which the Imo did not want
lo go. The result of this was that the
Imo became & ram and ran Into the
Frenchman,

*“Just before the collision the French-
man put his enginea astern to avold or
minimize the effect of the ramming, but
the Belgian struck her at No. 1 hold,
cutting Into her one-third of her width
with & right angls blow.

*Dense, bLlack smoke Immadiatsly
poured from the forward part of the
rhip, followe! by plilars of flame, Beeing
the fire wis beyond all possibility of
extingulshing and knowing the cargo
they had aboard, the Mant Blane officers
snd crew abhandoned the ahip. The shock
of the collision turned the bow of the
| Morit RBlane toward the Richmond pler
| and she drifucd in that direction.
| “The theory aboard the Mont Blanc as
|rrgm-r|u the Hre la that aparks generated
| by the colllsion started fire (n the bengol
cargo on deck, and that wet fire to the
pieric acid which was in No. 1 hold
The explozlon followed momd twenty-five
minutes afterward.

TNT Expert Called.

“U'ntil thiz afternoon I had accepled
[the geners] report that the explosion
| cme seveditosn minutes after, but the
|mp!ain and mate of ancther ship Eive
' me the bast evidence on that point. They
first said the explosion followed half an
hour after the collision, and they were
positive that it could ndt have occurred
reventeen minutes after. They say
twenty-five jninutes at least elapned.

“**The explosion s supposcd to have
been caused by the bulkhead between

No. 1 and No 2 holids becoming red hot |

wae :and setting off the TNT which was| An admission of 35 will be charged,
e -
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*We happen to have here now Dr.
Harrington of Boston, who I8 known as
one of the world's best experts on TNT.
He formulated regulations for handling
TNT for the United Hiatea Government,
I shall call him to tell what he thinks
an to whather ths accident could have
heen prodiced as claimed by the French-
man,

‘It seoma quite Ible that had there
been no bensol aboard the plerie acld
might not have exploded, And the TNT
might not have gone off, a# 1 am In-
formed that both these explosives re-
quired confined spacs and a detonator.

German Plet Talk Unfounded.

“So far as any German reaponsibllity
is conosrned it ls Inconsistent with the
evidancs, Why should a Belgian rellef
ship want to ram the Mont Blanc?
Henldes, the Imo did not know what
CcaArgo was aboard and made no attempt
to escape after the eollislon, as she
would have dons had the nature of the
cargo been known,

“All talk of German plote in this con-
nection {s unfounded.”

BOSTON RELIEF TIMELY.

Baved Many Lives—Death List
Neow FPlaced at 5,000,

Haurax, N, 8, Dec. 11.—The Ameri-
can hoapital and rellef units were work-
irg full blast to-day.

Except for the Immediate despatcly
from Boston of a special rellef train
the death toll from tha fire Thursday,
members of the general committea de-
c'ared, would have been greater. To-

day enough supplies had besn recelved
to relleve distress and the homeless dis-
carded the burned and tattered garments
they had been wearing since the muni-
tlon ship exploded and feit warm and
«omfortable again In good clothes.

A trip through the hospital sone
showed that facilitles were adeguate for
a clty of the slze of Hallfax.

While trains bearing glasa to replace
the thousands of windows shattersed by
the shock from the steamer Mont Blane
are speeding here AmericAn surgeons
are still picking the broken fragments
from the faces, eves and heads of bun-
dreds, many of whom may be marked
for life or blind. At Rellevus Fospital,
where the first Massachusetts relief unit
is statloned, surgeons took stock to-day
and found that glass wounds predomi-
nated. Bome of the cases there ave
pitlable. In one ward are filve children
half blind, and no specialists ever
worked harder than they are working In
this improvised hospltal to saave the eve-
alght of the ltile ones, stil] dased nnd
terrifled by the roar that shook down
their homes,

""The Unlited Etates slready has sent
& force of doctors and nurses sufficlent
to deal with the situation here,” John F
Moors, head of the American Red Cross
delegation, sald In a stutement tao-day.

"From Information so far recolved 1
estimate that naarly 2.000 were killed
and perhaps 3.000 severely wounded.”

Healy’s to Ald Halifax Sufferers.

Tee akating experts of International
fame announced yesterdav a benefit te
be given next Bunday night in Thomas
Healy's Golden Glndes for the sufferers
in the Hallfax exploston and fire, Al
the profersional skaters of the Winter
lIee Fhow and members of the musical
comedy “Onthe Carpet” will participate.
Among the performers will be Fllen and
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Orrin Markhus, the Norweglan whirl
winds Romayne, Elsle and Paulsen, the
Apache ice dancers: FEllen Dallerup,
Katle Schmidt, the Cosmack akater: Lors |

Jean Carlisle, the skuting huntress, and | resolution Introduced by Acting Mayor |

Winalow and Steele, the Jazz skatera
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MONEY NEEDED NOW
FOR HALIFAX RELIER

Red Cross Assumes Control of
Work to Avold Duplica-
tion of Effort.

5,000 OR MORE HOMELESS

Dowling Urges New Ordinance
to Reduce Fire Hazards
at Plers Here.

The distress of Halifax i# being as-
suaged by American Red Cross contri-
butions, administered from Washington.
While an appéal has been sent by offi-
cials throughout Canada to ralse & $26,-
006,000 rellef fund, American commit-
teas are at the scena of dlsaster dis-
tributing clothing, blankets and money.

It was announced yesterday that tha
American Red Cross will act as the ofM-
clal rellef organization for the stricken
elty in order to avold duplication of
effort. All American funds should be
turned over to divisional offices aof the
Red Cross.

Ellot Wadsworth of the Red Croas
War Council yesterday Iissued Insiruc-
tions to division chiefs regarding the re-
Hef campalgn, Ethan Allen, manager
of the Atlantic division, recelved the
message. It says In part:

“The American Red Cross has made
abundant contributions ¢f blankets, hos-
pital equipment, new clothing, medical
supplles, and other materials which were
urgantly needed and will pay for these
supplies out of Ita own funda

*“The Red Cross has sant a staff of 100
dectors, 1560 nurses and 50 social work-
ers. Those In reaponsible positions In
Hallfax advise that the personnel and
materinl now thers or on the way wiil
fully meet the present temporary need.

‘““Therefore, the Red Crosa officars
should not accept supplles of any kind
excent such as may be later specifically
requested through Red Cross channals
Old clothes should not be taken under
ANy clrcumstances.

“I'he most halpful gift now is money
to be expended by responsible committees
In churge. All Red Cross officers should
wccept such contributiona snd concen-
trate them at headquartsrs in Washing-
ton. They will be forwarded at once
und an accounting made of thelr use.”

Bowring & Co. of 17 Battery place,
agents for the Red Croms Steamship
Company, yesterday received a telegram
from Mayor Peter B. Martin of Halifax
expressing thanks for relief funds. The
New York branch of the UUnion Bank of
Canada wired 34177 yesterday after-
noon, a gift from the Bowring com-
Rlny. its employees, and W. R. Grace

Co. and |ts employees,

Contributions announced by Jacobh H.
Schiff, treasurer for the Halifax Red
Croas relisf fund, included $1.,000 from
Mr. Schift, $500 from Henry B, Towne,
3100 from Missa Mary Taber and 350
amounts from Mrs John Woodruff Sime-
son and Mre. Fiten W, Emith.

The Board of Aldermen conslderad a

Dowling ta amend the Code of Ordi-
nancea to permit reduction of Are haziard

ment.

ANY DEDUCTION WHATSOEVER FOR THIS PURPOSE.

To-day is Elalifax Day
[IERO LAND

This is your opportunity to help the victims of the terrible ctisaster.

All the gate receipts to-day as well as the receipts of a majority of the com-

mittees participating in this most wonderful of spectacles will go at once to the
relief of the Halifax sufferers and will be cabled direct to the Canadian Govern-

YOUR CHECK SENT TO CHARLES H. SABIN, TREASURER, HERO
LAND, GRAND CENTRAL PALACE, FOR ANY AMOUNT, IF DESIG-
NATED FOR THE HALIFAX VICTIMS, WILL GO IN FULL WITHOUT

_ HERO LAND.. by universal popular demand, is to remain open three addi-
tional days or until NEXT SATURDAY NIGHT. It is open from 11 A. M. until
1 A. M. You have but three days in which to see the greatest entertainment ever

staged in New York.

than they can be

them out.

purchased at any store.

Aside frorq its wealth of amusement features there is offered at Hero Land a
wonderful variety of articles suitable for Christmas gifts at prices' much lower

YOU ARE NOT SOLICITED TO BUY, but can procure at Hero Land re-
markable bargains in articles for your own use, or for gifts, if you will but seek

- ONLY 3 MORE DAYS of HERO LAND
: - GRAND CENTRAL PALACE

General Admission, 50 Cents

at plers; The resolution was referred
to the committes on gencral welfare

The amendment providea for the uss
of spark arresters on smokestacks of
harbor craft when near plers nt which
cotton or naval stores are handled, for
| protection of hateh ecombings and for
| keeplng up steam when discharging
| eargoer to permit prompt mction of the
vansal's fire hose,

John . Ellsworth, chalrman of the
'Nﬂv York chapter of the American fted
Cross, the first agent of the orsanization
ito rench Hallfax with offers of ald, re-
turned to the city laat night. He told
of the diMculties he encountersd in
crossing the devastated olty with a
bliggard raging to remch the headquars
ters of Col. Bell. ‘The offor of rellef
lwas repeated to city offelnls, ™o flist
call for ald vpon the Washington head-
uarters was wsent by Mr,  Ellsworth
rom St, John.

The Chamber of Commerce of the
Btate of New York yesterday appropri-
ated $5,000 from an emergency fund to
ald Hallfax

VALUE is a word
that some merchants
seem to have re-dis-
covered.

Here Value needs no
dusting off and furbish-
ing up, for it has been
et brght throvgh
daily practice, since

this business was

founded.
Aot
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| A large aumber of contributions under
$25 ware recelved yestorday. The
Brooklyn chapter reported §10,100 re-
celved, of which $3,000 was from Mr.
and Mra Alfrad T. White, §56,000 from
| *Two Friends,’ and $1,600 anonymounly
glven. Julla Plerrepont gave §100.

The Atlantic division reporied con-
tributiens of $1,000 from Van Cortlandt
chapter, frdm Heldelbarg, Wolf & Co. of
$600; J. A, Mitchell, $200; Willlam
Childa, $100; Bank of Montelalr (N, J.),
$107.76; and s number of smaller
amounts,

attractive gift.

For Men

Tan Ca
wrist wi

adjustable strap
spear backs

weight

\ For Women

lin
strap

mahogany, navy,
II fnhi?nnhlu Ahndri

For Children °

wrist and adjustable strap
toned embroidery

Tan Cape and White
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Gifts Appropriate for Christmas 1917

A warm glove, a general service glove
and a dress glove—the set complete
or a single pair makes a sensible

4.00
Tan Cape Business Gloves, full PX M sewn,

Gray and Tan Cape Warm Gloves, "Vicuna y
‘ , extra long wrist with adjustable

Washable Cape Utility Gloves In buff and
tan, pique sewn, with two-tone

' French Kid Dress Gloves, full pique n-wn.
crocheted embroidery, in African brown,
gunmctal and othag

Khaki Wool Warm Gloves with extra-long 4

Tan Cape Ulility Gloves, wool lined, two-

Unlined Dreas Gloves of buff Washable Cape,
Lambekin

AID HALIFAX ORPHANS.

N. Y. Women Offer to Adapt Walls
~—Canadian Clabd to Raive $285,000,

The rellef commities of the Canadian
(*lih, In sesslon Iast night In the Hotel
Biltmore, declded to conflne s ef-
tortsa to earing for the orphana created
by the Halifax disaster. Nearly $16,000
have niready been subseribad to the

P

Centemeri
Gloves

Warm Gloves, wool lined, full

Set of 3

2.50 (925

Gray Mocha Dress Gloves, pique sewn, ligh

‘|00
idery
2

2,79

1.25

2.00 [ 4,_753

1.50

—\ T (/s
- > 4 X “1, —
G ?f,-‘;“—;,»:‘f’f m* “&é‘c‘h'z}f el

400 Fifth Ave.

(Opposite Tiffany & Co.)

=]
Canadian Club Halifax Rellef Fund gnq
the club has set Ita goal at $25.000,

A number of New York Women of
means have written of telephoned 1 ap
deslre to adont, or care for tatmorarily,
all boys and girls whore pareris have
bean lost In the calamity. Rix wopay
telephoned one membes of thy gy,
within an hour and u half las night
oftering to caie for orphaned ciilirey
In emch caso the volunteer sy ane
had como to realize the nead after repq.
Iing an atticle in tha Evening =
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G.SCHIRMER'S VICTROLA SALESRO
Ceneral View

OMS

I~

| . |

)

S

TWESE salemom_s are in the heart of New York's shopping and hotel
Eleven elegantly furnished sound-proof rooms.

VICTOR VICTROLAS AND
RECORDS ARE THE BEST

G.SCHIRMERS rew VICIROIA SALESROOMS
are the most affractive, mos¥ modemn,
and most comforfable in Néw York:
therefore, the best place fo buy youyr ¥

VICTROLA AND RECORDS

Open an account and make your Holiday |

district.

/vurcﬁases art

G.SCHI

RMER'S

3 East 43d Strect NewYork
Conroenien? ferms
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